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ASSOCIATED PRESS n Clairton

An explosion at a US Steel
plant near Pittsburgh left two
dead and sent at least 10 to
hospital  and heavily
damaged the sprawling
facility, officials said.

One worker was pulled
from the wreckage hours
after the explosion sent black
smoke spiraling into the
midday sky in the Mon Valley,
a region of the state synony-
mous with steel for more
than a century. 

Allegheny County
Emergency Services said a fire
at the plant started around
10.51 am Authorities later
said a second person had
died. The explosion, followed
by several smaller blasts,
could be felt in the nearby
community and prompted
county officials to warn res-
idents to stay away from the
scene so emergency workers
could respond.

“It felt like thunder,”
Zachary Buday, a construc-
tion worker near the scene,
told WTAE-TV. “Shook the
scaffold, shook my chest and
shook the building, and then
when we saw the dark smoke
coming up from the steel
mill and put two and two
together, and it’s like some-
thing bad happened.” 

At a news conference, Scott
Buckiso, US Steel’s chief man-
ufacturing officer, did not
give details about the
damage or casualties, and
said they were still trying to
determine what happened.
US Steel employees “did a
great job” of going in and res-
cuing workers, shutting down
gases and making sure the
site was stable.

Buckiso said the company,
now a subsidiary of Japan-
based Nippon Steel Corp, is
working with authorities

US Steel CEO David B.
Burritt said the company
would thoroughly investi-
gate the cause. “I end every
meeting and every message
with the words, Let’s get back
to work safely.’ That commit-
ment has never been more
important, and we will
honour it,” he said in a state-
ment. Allegheny Health
Network said it treated seven
patients from the plant, and
discharged five within a few
hours.  University of

Pittsburgh Medical Center
said it is treating three
patients at UPMC Mercy, the
region’s only level one
trauma and burn center.

Clairton resident Amy
Sowers was sitting on her
porch, located less than a
mile from the plant, and felt
her house shake from the
blast. “I could see smoke
from my driveway,” she said. 

“We heard ambulances
and fire trucks from every
direction.” Sowers,  49,
decided to leave the area
after she said she smelled a
faint smell in the air. Sowers,
who grew up in Clairton, has
seen several incidents at the
plant over the years. Despite
health concerns, Sowers
said many residents cannot
afford to leave.

A maintenance worker was
killed in an explosion at the
plant in September 2009. In
July 2010, another explosion
injured 14 employees and
six contractors.

According to online OSHA
records of workplace fatali-

ties, the last death at the
plant was in 2014, when a
worker was burned and died
after falling into a trench.
After the 2010 explosion, the
Occupational Safety and
Health Administration fined
US Steel and a       subcontrac-
tor $175,000 for    safety vio-
lations. US Steel appealed its
citations and $143,500 in
fines, which were later
reduced under a settlement
agreement.

“Lives were lost again,”
Sowers said. “How many
more lives are going to have
to be lost until something
happens?” The Clairton
coking plant continued to
operate after the explosion,
although two batteries that
were the site of the explosion
were shut down, officials
said. The plant, a massive
industrial facility along the
Monongahela River south of
Pittsburgh, is considered the
largest coking operation in
North America and is one of
four major US Steel plants
in Pennsylvania. The plant

converts coal to coke, a key
component in the steel-
making process. To make
coke, coal is baked in special
ovens for hours at high tem-
peratures to remove impuri-
ties that could otherwise
weaken steel. The process
creates what’s known as coke
gas — made up of a lethal mix
of methane, carbon dioxide
and carbon monoxide. 

Clairton Mayor Richard
Lattanzi said his heart goes
out to the victims of Monday’s
explosion. “The mill is such a
big part of Clairton,” he said.
“It’s just a sad day for
Clairton.” The Allegheny
County Health Department
said it lifted an advisory it
issued earlier in the day
telling residents within 2 km
of the plant to remain indoors

and close all windows and
doors. It said its monitors
have not detected levels of
soot or sulfur dioxide above
federal standards. 

According to the company,
the plant has approximately
1,400 workers. In recent
years, the Clairton plant has
been dogged by concerns
about pollution. In 2019, it
agreed to settle an air pollu-
tion lawsuit for $ 8.5 million. 

Five years later,  the
company agreed to spend
$19.5 million in equipment
upgrades and $5 million on
local clean air efforts and
programs as part of
settling a federal lawsuit filed
by Clean Air Council and
PennEnvironment and
the Allegheny County
Health Department.

EU leaders appeal to Trump to
defend Europe’s security interests
ASSOCIATED PRESS  n
Brussels

European Union leaders
appealed on Tuesday to US
President Donald Trump to
defend their security inter-
ests at a key summit with his
Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin later this
week over the war in
Ukraine. The Europeans are
desperate to exert some
influence over a Friday
meeting that they have been
sidelined from. 

It  remains unclear
whether even Ukraine will
take part. Trump has said
that he wants to see
whether Putin is serious
about ending the war, now
in its fourth year.

But Trump has disap-
pointed US allies in Europe
by saying that Ukraine will
have to give up some
Russian-held territory. He
also said that Russia must
accept land swaps, although
it remains unclear what
Putin might be expected to
surrender. The Europeans
and Ukraine are wary that
Putin, who has waged the
biggest land war in Europe
since 1945 and used Russia’s
energy might to try to cow
the EU, might secure
favourable concessions and
set the outlines of a peace
deal without them. The over-
arching fear for European
countries is that Putin will
set his sights on one of them
next if he wins in Ukraine.

In a statement early on
Tuesday, the leaders said
that they “welcome the
efforts of President Trump
towards ending Russia’s war
of aggression against
Ukraine.” But, they under-

lined, “the path to peace in
Ukraine cannot be decided
without Ukraine.”  “A just
and lasting peace that brings
stability and security must
respect international law,
including the principles of
independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity and that
international borders must
not be changed by force,”
they said.  Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has rejected the
idea that Ukraine must
commit to give up land to
secure a ceasefire. Russia
holds shaky control over
four of the country’s regions,
two in the country’s east and
two in the south.

In Ukraine, a Russian
missile attack on a Ukrainian
military training facility left
one soldier dead and 11
others wounded, the
Ukrainian Ground Forces
posted on Telegram. Soldiers
rushing to shelters were hit
with cluster munitions,
according to the Ukrainian
Ground Forces. 

Meanwhile,  Russia
appeared to be on the verge
of taking an important city in
the Donetsk region, as its
forces were reported to be
rapidly infiltrating positions
north of Pokrovsk.

Military analysts using
open source information to
monitor the battles say the
next 24-48 hours could be
critical. Losing Pokrovsk
would hand Russia an
important battlefield victory
ahead of the summit. 

It would also complicate
Ukrainian supply lines to
the Donetsk region, where
the Kremlin has focused the
bulk of its military efforts. “A
lot will depend on availabil-
ity, quantity and quality of
Ukrainian reserves,” Pasi
Paroinen, an analyst with the
Finland-based Black Bird
Group, wrote in a post on X
late Monday. On Monday,
Trump repeated that
“there’ll be some land swap-
ping going on.” He said that
this would involve “some
bad stuff for both” Ukraine
and Russia. His public reha-
bilitation of Putin — a pariah
in most of Europe—has
unnerved Ukraine’s backers.

Trump was also critical of
Zelenskyy,  noting that
Ukraine’s leader had been in
power for the duration of the
war and said “nothing hap-
pened” during that time. 

He contrasted that with
Putin, who has wielded
power unchallenged in
Russia for decades.

Explosion at Steel plant in US, 2 dead 

Smoke from the US Steel Clairton Coke Works in Clairton AP
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